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entered the man, and is slowly taking his life from
him, perhaps there is a way. Let me think. Do
you know the village of Beragama?"
"No, vederala, no, I have heard of it, but I do
not know it."
"Well, it lies over there to the east, five days'
journey through the jungle, beyond Maha Potana
and the River of Jewels. Do you think you could
take your brother there?"
"Yes, vederala, we could go there."
"There is a great temple there, and the great
Beragama deviyo5 lives in it. He is a Tamil god,
so they say; but Sinhalese kapuralas6 serve him in
the temple. My father used to say that he is a
very great god. His power is over the jungle, and
the devils who live in it. The devils of the trees
obey him, for his anger is terrible. If a devil has
entered a man, and is harming him, and taking his
life from him, the man should make a vow to the
god, so my father used to say. Then he should
go to the temple at Beragama at the time of the
great festival, and roll in the dust round the temple
three times every day, and call upon the god in a
loud voice to free him from the devil. And perhaps,
if he call loud enough, the god will hear him and
5 Deviyo used of a god.
6 Kapuralas are persons who perform various services in
temples.